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a.) Amendmcp ts to the Claims 



Claims l-b (Cancelled) 

6. (Currently Amended) The A liver function protecting or improving agent 
ftf m rf 4? i ig f rt fxny ^ \ fCWii\\Fi 1 to fj, whcrcin the which comprises, as an active ingredient, an 
extract of the a residue obtained hv extracting a plant of the family Saxifragaceae ts-an 
aic o h o lic with an aqueous medium, in whiclilhe extract of is QbWQed by extracting the 
residue of an aque o us mediimi extiact of thc-plant o f the family Saxifmgacj^ae with alcohol 
or water con taining alcohol. 

Claims 7-15 (Cancelled) 

16. (Currently Amended) A food and QI drink aixoi ding to any o ne of 
Claims 9 t o 1 1, wfacrem - th e which comprises an extract of 4e a residue obtained bv 
extracting a plant of the family Scocijragaceae i s an alc o holic with an aqueous medium, in 
which the extract of is obtained bv extracting the residue o f an aqttcoos m e dium c x a raet of 
t hft pla nt o f t h^Aiiiilv f^ifni g ac c ae with alcohol or wat e ^ rr^ntRmin p almhni 

Claims 17-23 (Cancelled) 

24. (Currently Amended) The A feed acc^iding t o ajiy uf ClAim& 17 to 19, 
whcicin the which comprises an extract of Ae a residue which is obta ined bv extracting a 
plant of the family Saxifragaceae is an alc o hol i c with an aqueous medium, in which the 
extract of is obtained bv extracting the residue of an aque o us medium exUiiul of die plant 
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of tlic fAiuil V St ixiff u tf o trearg with alcohol or water containing alcohol . 



Claims 25-29 (Cancelled) 



30. (Currently Amended) The An additive for food or drink foods an d 



drinks acco r din g t o Claim 2 9 . wh e r e in tlie plant for protecting liver function from damage 
from excessive intake of alcohoL or for improving liver fiinction impaired fn3m intake of 
alcohol, which comprises an isolated belonging to tl ie g e nus TJvdt ' angea is Ilvvlran^ea 
maavphyila Scringe var. Thunb e rgii Mafcino or Hydrangea Dulcis Foliu m, or an extract of 
the plant . 



3 1 . (Currently Amended) An additive for food or drink food5 and 
di ' iiiks according t o Claims 25 o r - S6r w bcLciii Ac having liver function protecting or 
im proving activity, which comprises an extract of the a residue obtained bv extracting a 
plant of the family Saxifragaceae is an alcoholic with an aqueous medium, in which the 
extract of is obtained by extracting the residue o f an aqueous m e dimu i^Ati T ic t o f the p lan t 
o f th e famiW tliucift iim ceae with alcohol Or water co p tamiT^fy ^fTft^^l 



37. (Currently Amended) ¥he A mediod for protecting liver fun ction from 
damage from excessive intake of alcohol, or for improving liver function impaired from 
intake of alcohoL which comprises administering^ to a human in need thereof, feed additiv e 
acecirding to Claim 3 6 . wlic re in the an isolated p lant bel o n g ing to th e genus Ilvdraagca i s 
Hydrangea macrophvlla Seringe var. Thunbergii Makino or Hydrangea Dulcis Folium^ 
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an extract of at least one of tihe plants . 

38. (Cuirently Amended) Bic A feed additive acco r ding to Claims 32 o r 
33 ■gyin.iciii tilt having liver fimction protecting of improving activity^ which comprises an 
extract of the a residue obtained bv extracting a plant of the family Saxijragaceae rs-m 
alcoh e iic with an aqueous medium, in which the extract of is obtained bv extracting the 
residue of an aque o us m c dhmi cxti ' act of t lic plant o f t he fs imly Saxifragaceae with alcohol 
or water containing alcohol. 



damage from excessive intake of alcohol, or for improving liver function impaired from 
intake of alcohol, in an animal, which comprises administering feeding the> to an animal 
■ wi t li th e liver functi o n protec t ing or impr o ving 4gexit aixwding t o' any tjf' Glaims 1 to 5 oi 
ih. fci^J a tu^ nlhitf m any ofCiaims 17 to 1 9 in need thereof, an effective amount of an 
isolated plant of the family Saxijragaceae. or an extract of the plant . 

44. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 43, wherein the 
animal is selected from t li c gro up c o nsis t hig o f livi^stoi^k, poultiy and e t ri t ivat ed fish a 
human . 



Claims 39-42 (Cancelled) 



43. (Currently Amended) A method of protecting liver function from 



Claims 45-48 (Cancelled) 



49. (Cuireatly Amended) 'Hie A food ztnd, drink or feed acc o rding t o 
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ClaliiA 48. wherein tlie for protecting liver function from damages from an excessive intake 
of alcohol, or for improving livgy fangtli^^A impme(j frflm mt^^ pf alcohol, which 
comprises an isola1;fi4 plant belonging to the ecnu^ Ilydrmgea ia //^Aj6 Ofigeu muuuphylla 
S c ring e vof , [Imnbei ' gii Makiiiu ui Hydrangea Dnicis Foliu m, or an extract of the plant , 

50. (Currently Amended) A food and^ drink or feed eiucoidiiig tu diiy of 
Claims 45 t o 49> wherein the for protection or improvement of liver function which 
comprises an extract of flic a residue obtained bv extracting a plant of the family 
Saxifragaceae is an al^^oliolic witii an aqueous medium> in which the extract of is obtained 
bv extracting the residue of an aqueous m e dium c x ti ' act o f t lic plam fr of t he family 
Saxif f- g^ceae with alcohol or water containing alcohol . 

Claim 51 (Cancelled). 
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